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during which use of the vehicle or
equipment on the public roads is
necessary. The request shall also state
the intended means of final disposition,
and disposition date, of the vehicle or
equipment after completion of the
purposes for which it is imported. The
request shall be addressed to Director,
Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance
(NSA–32), National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, Room 6111, 400
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC
20590.

(2) A declaration made pursuant to
§ 591.5(j)(1)(iii) and (j)(2)(i) shall be
accompanied by a letter from the
Administrator authorizing importation
pursuant to § 591.5(j)(1)(iii) and (j)(2)(i).
Any person seeking to import a motor
vehicle or motor vehicle equipment
pursuant to those sections shall submit,
in advance of such importation, a
written request to the Administrator
containing a full and complete
statement identifying the equipment
item or the vehicle and its make, model,
model year or date of manufacture, VIN,
and mileage at the time the request is
made. The importer’s written request to
the Administrator shall explain why the
vehicle or equipment item is of
historical or technological interest. The
importer shall also provide a statement
that, until the vehicle is not less than 25
years old, (s)he shall not sell, or transfer
possession of, or title to, the vehicle,
and shall not license it for use, or
operate it on the public roads, except
under such terms and conditions as the
Administrator may authorize. If the
importer wishes to operate the vehicle
on the public roads, the request to the
Administrator shall include a
description of the purposes for which
(s)he wishes to use it on the public
roads, a copy of an insurance policy or
a contract to acquire an insurance
policy, which contains as a condition
thereof that the vehicle will not
accumulate mileage of more than 2,500
miles in any 12-month period and a
statement that the importer shall
maintain such policy in effect until the
vehicle is not less than 25 years old, a
statement that the importer will allow
the Administrator to inspect the vehicle
at any time after its importation to verify
that the accumulated mileage of the
vehicle is not more than 2,500 miles in
any 12-month period, and a statement
that the vehicle will not be used on the
public roads unless it is in compliance
with the regulations of the
Environmental Protection Agency.
* * * * *

4. Section 591.7 is amended by
revising the first sentence of paragraph

(c) and by revising paragraphs (d) and
(e) to read as follows:

§ 591.7 Restrictions on importations.

* * * * *
(c) An importer of a vehicle which has

entered the United States under a
declaration made pursuant to
§ 591.5(j)(2)(i) shall not sell, or transfer
possession of, or title to, the vehicle,
and shall not license it for use, or
operate it on the public roads, except
under such terms and conditions as the
Administrator may authorize in writing.
* * *

(d) Any violation of a term or
condition imposed by the Administrator
in a letter authorizing importation for
on-road use under § 591.5(j), or a change
of status under paragraph (e) of this
section, including a failure to allow
inspection upon request to verify that
the accumulated mileage of the vehicle
is not more than 2,500 miles in any 12-
month period, shall be considered a
violation of 49 U.S.C. 30112(a) for
which a civil penalty may be imposed.
Such a violation will also act to void the
authorization and require the
exportation of the vehicle. With respect
to importations under § 591.6(f)(2) or a
change of status to an importation for
show or display as provided under
paragraph (e) of this section, if the
Administrator has reason to believe that
a violation has occurred, the
Administrator may tentatively conclude
that a term of entry has been violated,
but shall make no final conclusion until
the importer or owner has been afforded
an opportunity to present data, views,
and arguments as to why there is no
violation or why a penalty should not be
imposed.

(e) The owner of a vehicle located in
the United States on June 9, 1998,
which the owner had imported pursuant
to § 591.5(j), may apply to the
Administrator on or before February 14,
2000 for a change in any such term or
condition contained in the
Administrator’s letter. If the owner
requests a change to importation for
show or display, the request to the
Administrator shall contain the
information and statements required
under § 591.6(f)(2) for a new
importation for show or display. All
requests for change shall be sent to the
Director, Office of Vehicle Safety
Compliance (NSA–32), National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
Room 6111, 400 Seventh Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20590.

Issued on: July 8, 1999.
Kathleen C. DeMeter,
Acting Associate Administrator for Safety
Assurance.
[FR Doc. 99–17806 Filed 7–13–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: NMFS changes the closure of
the large coastal shark (LCS) commercial
fishery in the Atlantic Ocean, including
the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea.
On June 7, 1999, NMFS announced in
the Federal Register a closure date of
July 12, 1999, for non-ridgeback LCS
and a closure date of August 8, 1999, for
ridgeback LCS. In a court order by Judge
Stephen D. Merryday, the new
regulations governing catch quotas and
fish counting methods are enjoined
until further order of the court.
Therefore, based on 1997 and 1998
catch rates, NMFS has determined that
the second semiannual subquota for
LCS will be reached on or before July
28, 1999.
DATES: This postponement action is
effective July 9, 1999. The closure for
the commercial LCS fishery is changed
to 11:30 p.m., local time, July 28, 1999,
and will be in effect through December
31, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Margo Schulze or Karyl Brewster-Geisz,
301–713–2347; fax 301–713–1917.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Atlantic shark fishery is managed under
the Fishery Management Plan for
Atlantic Tunas, Swordfish, and Sharks
(HMS FMP), and its implementing
regulations found at 50 CFR part 635
issued under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

On June 30, 1999, the NMFS received
a Court Order from Judge Steven D.
Merryday relative to the May, 1997
lawsuit challenging commercial harvest
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quotas for Atlantic sharks. Specifically,
the order states: ‘‘ * * * the Court hereby
preliminarily, and until further order of
the Court, expressly ENJOINS the
defendant and his designees from
enforcing the 1999 regulations, 64 Fed.
Reg. 29090 (May, 28, 1999) with respect
to Atlantic shark commercial catch
quotas and fish-counting methods
(including the counting of dead discards
and state commercial landings after
federal closures) that are different from
the quotas and fish counting methods
prescribed by the 1997 Atlantic shark
regulations, 62 Fed. Reg. 16648 (April 7,
1997).’’ Therefore, the LCS quota reverts
to its 1997 level of 1,285 metric tons
dressed weight (all species of LCS
included), with no minimum size on
ridgeback LCS, the pelagic and small
coastal shark quotas also revert to their
1997 levels, the 1997 prohibited species
list now applies in commercial fisheries
only (five prohibited species: white,
basking, whale, sand tiger and bigeye
sand tiger). The limited access
provisions do still apply, however,
including trip limits for directed and
incidental shark permit holders.

Based on projected catch rates, NMFS
had previously announced commercial
closure dates of July 12, 1999, for non-
ridgeback LCS and August 8, 1999, for
ridgeback LCS (see Table 1(a) of
appendix A to part 635) for the 1999
second semiannual season for LCS in or
from the Western North Atlantic Ocean,
including the Gulf of Mexico and
Caribbean Sea (64 FR 30248, June 7,
1999).

During a closure, retention of, fishing
for, possessing or selling LCS are
prohibited for persons fishing aboard
vessels issued a directed or incidental
limited access permit under § 635.4.
After 11:30 p.m. local time July 28,
1999, the sale, purchase, trade, or barter
of carcasses and/or fins of LCS
harvested by a person aboard a vessel
that has been issued a permit under
§ 635.4 are prohibited, except for those
that were harvested, offloaded, and sold,
traded, or bartered prior to the closure
and were held in storage by a dealer or
processor.

Commercial fishing for pelagic and
small coastal sharks may continue until
further notice. When quotas are
projected to be reached, the Assistant
Administrator will file notification of
closure at the Office of the Federal
Register. Those vessels that have not
been issued a limited access permit
under § 635.4 may not sell sharks and
are subject to the recreational retention
limits and size limits specified at
§§ 635.22(c) and 635.20(d). The
recreational fishery is not affected by
this action.

Classification

This action is taken under 50 CFR
part 635 and is exempt from review
under E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 8, 1999
Gary C. Matlock,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–17925 Filed 7–9–99; 4:41 pm]
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SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the 1999 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean
perch in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 11, 1999, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Pearson, 907–481–1780 or
tom.pearson@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The amount of the 1999 TAC of
Pacific ocean perch in the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska
was established by the Final 1999
Harvest Specifications of Groundfish for
the GOA (64 FR 12094, March 11, 1999)
as 6,760 metric tons (mt), determined in
accordance with § 679.20(c)(3)(ii).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 1999 TAC of Pacific
ocean perch has been reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 5,760 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 1,000 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the Central Regulatory Area.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification
This action responds to the best

available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
overharvesting the 1999 TAC of Pacific
ocean perch for the Central Regulatory
Area of the GOA. A delay in the
effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. Further
delay would only result in overharvest.
NMFS finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action should
not be delayed for 30 days. Accordingly,
under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the
effective date is hereby waived.

This action is required by 50 CFR
679.20 and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 9, 1999.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–17923 Filed 7–9–99; 4:41 pm]
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